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ABSTRACT ^ * 

This p^pez reports on the techniques developed by 
Valdosta State. College • s Departiient of Modern Foreign Languages to. 
proiote interest in th^ study of foreign languages and culture. The 
^techniques -are. divided into two matjor categories: internal and 
external. Extetnal activities include those for the benefit of high 
school students and teachers and Beibers of the coiiunity. These 
activities include an annual state-wide essay contest ,and language 
festival, a cultural exchange prograi, a group uniting all siall high 
school foreign language clubs, administration of the National Spanish 
Examination and of the National French Contest, teaching i^orkshops 
for high school teachers, and various cultu,ral events such as film 
festivals and exhibit^ for the connunity. The internal programa^ 
benefiting the college students and the college coiaunity, havf 
instituted laboratory^ material to be used at home, taped classes, 
free tutoring sessions, revised curricoilum descriptions, double 
specialization whereby a student c?an combine languages, and nev 
fields of study in which foreign languages play a major part. Each 
innovat^ion is described briefly. The results of these programs are 
increased enrollments and renewed interest in foreign language study. 
(CLK) 
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'The Compai p.n to Promote Interest in Lanf^ua^e Study at Valdosta State College 

by: Dr» Jos^ B» Fernandez 

I've been asked to si>eak today on the various techniques which the faculty 
nerabers of the Department of Modern Foreign Languages of Voldosta State College 
(Valdosta, GA) have developed to promote interest in the study of foreign 
languages and cultures • , ^ 

I'm presenting these ideas to you not as sure-fire >^ays to improve your 
department, but only as suggestions and bases for programs which you might like 
to try in your 6wn special situation* 

Today we are living in an era when we ore called on to Justify our 
existence at every turn and to determine in advance the necessity of what we 
ore asking our students to "buy"» This phenomenon not only holds true in the 
coamnercial world, but also in "the area of academics. 
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Today's students ask, and Justifiably so, " What must I ^udy to gradui^te 
and be successful?", birt they also ask " Why? ", Thelreerponsibility for answering 
these basic questions falls directly on our shoulders, resulting in a required 
chwge of stance from the one we had when all our students were forced into our 
foreign language classes. 

Our first line of defense becomes our first direction of attack: Information 
and promotion. We are, of course, each assured of Ihe inherent value of our dis- 
ciplines, and that certainty is vhat we must convey to the students when they ask 
•*What?" and "Why?", In response to these questions, we at Valdosta State College 
have undertaken a massive promotional program, which I will now outline for you. 
For a clearer presentation, I have broken our endeavors into two categories: 
One external (things that we do for a public outside the college) and the other 
IntcrnOjjL (things that we do for our own students and our college community). 

a 
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I. Our En*KliNAIi ACTTVTTTKS concentrate on high school students, secondary (school 
longuage teachers, and* the general community. ^ 
Por high school students ve offer: 

An ANNUAL STATE-WIDE ESSAY CONTEST IN FOREIGN LAIIGUAGES with 
established topics for the various levels, ^^nh.^ 
An ANNUAL LANGUAGE FESTIVAL on our campus, the high point of 
vhich is th^ noon banquet at which we make the awards to the - 
winners of the essay contest. Besides promoting interest in 
high school language programs, this event on \)Ur campus has 
the added advantage of familiarizing the students with our 
college language program. 



\ 

Our CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM enables us to make visits to 
the high schools all around our area. Here various members \ 
of Joy department, at the request of the high school teacher, yf 
l/ring a slide program, film program or cultural presentation 
into the high school language class. Many times, our pro- 
fessors are accompanied by foreign students from the college, 
vho add authentic flavor to the discussions. 
The VSC CLITB t)F 10,000 is our response to the battle-cry 
•^United We Stand; Divided Ve Fall". Its idea is to unite 
^ into one large group all the small high school foreign language 
clubs. We began last year to register in our Club of 10,000 
language students from around the state in order to give them 
access to our sources of cultural material. Posters, slides, 
films, pamphlets, and other cultural materials are available 
in Spanish from the National Spanish Tourist Office in St* 
Augustine, Florida, and in French from the Office of the Cul- 
tural Attache, French Consulate, in New Orleans. In addition 

•1 
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ve. offer 'planned trips to St. Augustine and New Orleans. This 
year, in cooperation with the P^jreign Study League, we are 
' offering a 28-day language study teur to Prance and to Spafn. 
Also, in our efforts to promote interest in foreign languages, 
Yaldosta State College has assumed the responsiljility fbr the 
administration of the NATIONAL SPANISH EXAt-HNATION IH GEORGIA 
and of the NATIOI^ FRENCH CONTEST in our state. ■T;jiis extra 
^fort is a resxii^fyf our dedi|^tion to helping high school 
Iniiguage teachers promote interest among their students, fo| 
V© feel that* these competitions are excellept vehicles for 
promotion and that they also strengthen us through association 
with the AATSP and the AATF. 

'iD^ newest effort to promote solidarity and pride among foreign 
languagevstudents is our forthcoming first annual edition of 
WHO'S WHO IT?>QREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY IN GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOLS 
AND JUNIOR COI/EGES; So far, the responSe^has been tremendous, 
and we havo^ now almost completed our computerized jnailing list 
of every foreign language teacher in Georgia. Each teacher 
willAe cojrtacted this month and requested to nominate his/her • 

/ ■ € 

\>eit language students for inclusion in this publication, which 
v4ll be released early in the spring. The idea for this project 
/vao EUGCestcd to us by a small news article^in the^ FRENCH REVTEV7 
^ vhich reported inaucurotion of this project at the University 

V ' . 

\ of Evonsville in Indiana, 

F6t hich school ImiGuage tettchers ve offer: . 

A quarterly HINT-V/onKCnOP dealing with typical claccroom problems 
of c^orimar, reading techniques , etc, 

An ANNUAL nATunnAY wonirnnop Fon Forn:Tnrj LAiinuAnr. Ti-ACiiCTn, featuring 

noted foreign language educators and state* foreign language consiatanto. 



Professor C. Lee Bradley, our Coordinator of French Studies has 
been the overall director of this activity, and we are now, on 
*>\br«ai!te21, goiiiG to have our Sth TtflNllAL WORKSHOP. 
Welkso p^lis-h a montt^ly NEWSLETTER for tje spreading of ideas 
and information about language meetings , eta*^ and -to* serve as j 
a central twurce, keeping teachers t^ughout the state aware 
of what others are doing and the successful d,evices they are 
using to promote foreign l-jiguages. \ . . 

For the community we have: 

An IKTERNATIOITAL CHRIST?1AS CLELBRATIOJI in conjunction with ' ^ ^ 
our College Student Union and tjp Valdosta International Club. * 
This celebration brings together persons of various nationali- 
ties who provide our own students with an insight into foreign 
cultures and with additional incentive for studying language-. 
Members of the community also participate in our -FOREIGN FILM 
FESTIVALS, CULTLTRAL EXHIBITS , and our MAGIC CARPE T PROGRAtS. 
a cultural program' of slides taken by our faculty members , 
students 'and natives during trips to the country of o\ir 
target languages. These latter are deigned primarily for 
increasing the understanding of foreign countries among our 
own students , but they are well attended by t^e community and . 
by high school students and teachers. 

INTERT^ALT.Y - for our own college foreign language students, we have instituted 

' ' . - ^ 

the following: 

IIOMI'I LAB - a flexible system of providing, on loan, cassette 
rccordings^^f la^ materjlal to accompany the work in class. 
^APKD CrJ\CCi:n - for those oiudcnts who miss class or who wont • . 

to review matcriia presented in cluoc, each professor in our 



ERIC 



' Department tapes hi^J class-room presentation (elementary 
as veil OS advanced) end these are^oilable through our 
Honie-La"b chcck-our system^ 

WIEE TUTOniNG SESSIONS - one hovur daily, hy native speakers of 
French ,* German , and Spanish, os an adjunct to the lab experience. 
Baphasis is on conversation, pronunciation, an^ review, 
REVISED CUKFJCULUIl DESCRIPTIONS - we are now in the process of 
renovating our catalogue descriptions of our language courses ^ 
in order to provide a niore descriptive and appealing statement ^ . 

of what the student can estpect to learn in each course. For 
example , Spanish 101 - Elementary Spanish , is not very exciting, 
and we are planning to change it. 

DOUBIE SPECIALISATION - in an effort to provide our students 
vith more opportunities ^or employment with a bachelor's degree, 
ve urge them to combing another specialization with Spanish, 
Trench, German and Russian. For example, we have students studying 
Language imd Business, Language and Education, Lan^age and Psy - 
* chology. Language and English, Language and Sociology, and even 
Language and Biology. / ' 

HEW FIELDS OF STUDY - we are also expanding into new firelds 

f •* 

of study in wliich foreign languucoo play a major part. We are 
now awaiting approval of a M. Ed. with emphasis in a foreign 
lanjguagc (Spanish, French, German) and are also working on 
programs in International Studies and International Business. 
Ladies and Gtntlcmon, this io. workiBC' In recent years, we have increased 
our enrollment steadily from one year to the next. A great portion of our success, 
we believe,, is duo to the many signs posted all over tl;o campus announcing our 
activities and procluming our slogan: "WE CAReI" In our spirit of cooperation 
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«i;h coueosuos. « »cU.ve that vorWne to^other Is the only vay hy which- / c« 
■ „.tor^h. stuaj, of forcicn lonsaaeos to the prestigious positl* .hlch it de- 



serves, /. . . 



' . , . BECAUSE.VE care: ' | • . 

^ (f'^have any. questions or vould liKe to be placed on our moiling Kst, 
I voulkppreciate your vritina your na^e^ddress, emd the lancuage you are 
connectod with on one of these cards so that^ can stay- in touch vith each other. 



Thank you. 



THE END 
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